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MEMBERSHIP MINGLE SET FOR   
OCTOBER 8
Fellowship, tasty refreshments, music, door prizes, an autumn chill in the air and a great sunset view of the Flint River...all describe the Chamber's upcoming Membership Mingle. The Small Business and Membership committees extend a special invitation to members to attend this free event on October 8 at 6:00 p.m. on the back deck of the Chamber. The highlight of the evening will be the announcement of the 2009 Small Business of the Year winner. Make your plans to attend by calling in your reservation at 246-4774 by October 6.
 
SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 
NOMINEES ARE:
· The Tanning Co & Tina Brock Gifts 
· Flint Media  
· DeHildren Realty 
· Burke & Robinson  MDPC   
· Southern Forestry 
· Southwind Plantation 
· Cannon's Cleaners
DECATUR COUNTY FALL FESTIVAL AND FAIR IS BACK NOVEMBER 3-7
  Start preserving those jams and jellies, canning your pickled products, baking those pies, cakes, and breads, and getting out your quilts because the Old Fashioned Fair is making its return to the Decatur County Fall Festival and Fair. This year, we've added new categories to compete in. In addition to the pies and cakes and jams and jellies competition, there will be competitions for pickled products, breads and quilts. Who will win this year's blue ribbons? Judging will take place on Friday, November 6 at 7:00 p.m. in Building #2.
  This year, businesses will be able to purchase a booth to sell their products to fair patrons. Booths will be for five nights and will cost $125 for Chamber members, $150 for non-members and $50 for non-profits. Nearly 10,000 people attend the Fair each year, and many are potential customers for your organization. You don't want to miss this chance.
  The kids activities are sure to be bigger and better this year. Tallahassee Museum and Birdsong Nature Center will each be on hand one night with live animals and fall crafts. On Friday and Saturday, you don't want to miss the Racing Pigs!
  Mark you calendars now! You don't want to miss this year's Fall Festival and Fair. If you'd like to find out how your business can have a booth, or if you would like more information on Old Fashioned Fair, visit the Chamber's website, www.bainbridgegachamber.com. See you in November!
 

8TH ANNUAL AG APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 
 
WHEN: November 20, 2009 at 11:30 am.
 
WHERE: Cloud Livestock Facility
 
Sponsorship opportunities are still available.
Please call the Chamber at  229-246-4774
THE MONEY TREE SPONSORS SEPTEMBER BREAKFAST
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  Thanks to Brad Bellville and The Money Tree for sponsoring the September Membership Breakfast. 

  The Money Tree graciously gave their time to Senator Ralph Hudgens, who is a candidate for State Insurance Commissioner. A citizen of Athens, Hudgens serves as the chairman of the Senate Insurance Committee. He lived in Bainbridge for more than 18 years while working at Shell.
  Hudgens spoke about the duties of the Insurance Commissioner, which include protecting consumers of insurance products, regulating the small loan industry, and serving as the state's fire marshal.
  Thanks to Senator Hudgens for sharing his time and to The Money Tree for sponsoring our breakfast. We are grateful for all you do for the Chamber and our community.
OCTOBER 14 LUNCH & LEARN
 
Professional Image: Inside And Out 
with Alesia Messersmith

·What image would you like to project?
 
·What impact does a positive, professional image have on your bottom-line?

·What is appropriate behavior/attire for the business setting?
 
If you have these or any questions about improving your business image and taking your company to the next level, then this class is for you! This is a great opportunity to gather your employees, take them out for lunch and learn the ins-and-outs of professionalism as a team.

Date: Wednesday, October 14th
Time:11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Location: Charles H. Kirbo Regional Center Bainbridge College
Co-sponsored by the Small Business Committee and the Bainbridge College Continuing Education Dept, 

Please reserve your seat today by calling the Chamber at 
246-4774. Lunch will be served
Chamber members:$10 · Non-members: $15
AMBASSADOR OF THE MONTH
For the second time this year, Clayton Penhallegon, 2nd Vice President - Investments at The Money Tree, has earned the Chamber's Ambassador of the Month status. Clayton jokes that he has been a Chamber Ambassador since just after Moses dropped out. When asked why he serves as an ambassador, Clayton said, "It is my pleasure to be an Ambassador and to be associated with the Chamber. I get more out of it than the Chamber does." We certainly want to acknowledge Clayton's service and dedication to the chamber and our community and truly appreciate all that he does. Thank you Clayton and congratulations on achieving Ambassador the Month for August 2009!
OCTOBER BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
 
BRINSON BONDING AGENCY
834 Spring Creek Road
Bainbridge, GA 39819
Phone: 229-246-9867 Fax: 229-243-7543
Email: aircommando@bellsouth.net
Owner: Gary Brinson
Employees: six
.
·How was your business founded? The family business was established in Cairo, GA in 1964. The Bainbridge office (now home office) opened in 1978.

·Name one thing about your business others may not know. Bail bonds free defendants from jail; therefore, preventing overcrowding at no debt to the taxpayer.

·When did you join the chamber and how has being a member benefited your business? A proud member and supporter since 1984. The pride in our business community and the chamber's activities enhances our daily operations.

·Additional Information: Brinson Bonding Agency is a full bail bond service to Municipal, State, Superior, and Federal courts in seven southwest Georgia counties; including nationwide transfer bonds in forty-six states. The entire criminal justice system and all law abiding taxpayers benefit from the services provided by Brinson Bonding Agency. Gary Brinson, owner led the formation of the Georgia Association of Professional Bondsman (GAPB) and has been instrumental in numerous
bail bond legislations to update and modernize the industry statewide. Gary is also a member of the Professional Bondsman of the United States (PBUS). Established in 1964, Brinson Bonding Agency is the oldest bail service in South Georgia. Now a third generation company with offices in Bainbridge, Cairo, Camilla, and Thomasville.
 

 THANKS FOR RENEWING MEMBERSHIP
Thanks to the following members for renewing their membership
during the month of August 2009. Your support is greatly appreciated.
 
Ag Flight
Animal House
Bainbridge Housing Authority
Bainbridge State Docks
Bainbridge Tractor & Equipment
Bainbridge Vision Clinic
Boyd's Pit Barbeque & Grill
Brentwood Plantation
Brownlee Glass Company, Inc.
Bruce D. Mann, CPA
Budget of Bainbridge
Care Chiropractic Center
Carter's Fried Chicken
Chuck & Carol Lewis
Circle B Contracting
Curves
Dean & Marlene Free
Debra T's Janitorial
Dr. Lillie Brown / Potter Street Elementary
Factory Connection
Gail Long / DeHildren Realty
Gator Plant Company
Georgia Industries for the Blind
Harrell's Aviation Service, Inc.
Health Products & Yogurt Too
Hilda Hines
Mills Welding Fabrication & Repairs
Paul Fryer, Attorney at Law
PeoplesSouth Bank
Pine Ridge Estates
Propex
Purchasing Alliance Solutions, Inc.
R. M. Reynolds, Jr.
Reynolds-Jeffords Agency LLC
Schnitzer Southeast LLC
SIPS Team Inc.
Southcomm Publishing Company, Inc.
Southern Forestry Consultants, Inc.
Southern Triad Construction, LLC
Ted Mauldin
The Book Nook
Tom Conway
WALB-TV Thomasville
PRESIDENT'S CORNER
Can you feel it? The excitement is growing! So many opportunities to get involved and network with your fellow members. In a few weeks we will be announcing our Small Business of the Year during the 2009 Membership Mingle. Then it's off to the Fair...the Decatur County Fall Festival and Fair with great food, fun rides, and booths to sell your products and services! We also give thanks in November for family, friends, and the Agriculture Industry in Decatur County. Before you know it, Christmas is here with the Christmas Open House and Parade. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend these events as they are not only great for the community, but opportunities to get to know people better and network. We hope to see you there!
Warmest regards,
Evelyn Clay
  
  BAINBRIDGE CHAMBER ATTENDS 
WASHINGTON FLY-IN
 The Bainbridge-Decatur County Chamber of Commerce participated in the GACCE, Georgia Association for Chamber of Commerce Executives, annual Washington Fly-In on September 14-16, 2009.  The legislative trip includes statewide Chambers of Commerce Executives and delegates from their respective chambers or community.  The delegates representing Decatur County were Michael Smith, Sr. Vice-President with Meredian, LLC, Scott Tuten, Sr. Vice-President with Danimer Scientific, LLC,  and Evelyn Clay, Chamber President.  
 During the two-day visit, the delegation met with U.S. Chamber of Commerce advisors on issues such as Transportation, Labor, Healthcare, International Trade, and Education and Workforce Development.  Also on the itinerary were meetings with both Senator Saxby Chambliss and Senator Johnny Isakson as they provided insight into the current issues they are working on in Washington.  Issues included were Healthcare and the Employee Free Choice Act.  A panel discussion consisting of a number of Georgia Representatives was also attended where topics of discussion were Water, Transportation, and Employee Free Choice Act.
 Representative Sanford Bishop met with the delegation regarding economic development for Decatur County which included introducing him to the new sister companies of DaniMer and Meredian.  Both companies create biodegradable plastic pellets used in the coatings of cups, bottles, food containers, and even film.  Representative  Bishop was intrigued by the processes of both companies and looks forward to touring the facilities.  DaniMer and Meredian have added over 30 jobs to Decatur County and foresee adding  many more in the next few years.   
 The trip ended with a reception held to show appreciation for the Georgia Chamber's Congressional Staff.  This was the fourth year the Chamber of Commerce participated in the Washington Fly-In.  It has proven to be such a wonderful opportunity to meet with our Congressmen, discuss local issues, get a federal update on policies they are working on, and make a lasting connection for Decatur County.  
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Michael Smith, Scott Tuten, Evelyn Clay, Rep. Sanford Bishop
(from left to right) 
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This Newsletter is sponsored in part by 
 
STEPHENS STILL WATERS VACATION RENTALS
 
MONTHY MEMBERSHIP BREAKFAST
Thursday, October 1 
7:30 a.m. 
 
Sponsored by:
THE CHARTER HOUSE INN
at The Charter House Inn

 
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS BY CALLING 246-4774
OCTOBER CALENDAR
 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1 

Membership Breakfast
7:30 a.m.
 

FRIDAY, 
OCTOBER 2
DFACS 

Ribbon Cutting &

Open House

11:00 am

 

FAIR COMMITTEE
12 noon
 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6
The Wilson Agency Ribbon Cutting
10:00 a.m.
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
Excutive Board
7:30 a.m.
 

Membership Mingle
6:00 p.m.
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14
Lunch & Learn
11:30 a.m.
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21 
Board of Directors
12 noon
 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22 - SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24
FLW BFL Regional Bass Tournament 

 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
BHS Homecoming Parade
5:00 p.m.
 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
Pumpkins in the Park
Willis Park 
3:30 p.m.
GODWIN JEWELERS HOLDS RIBBON CUTTING
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The Chamber held a ribbon cutting on September 4 at Godwin Jewelers, 400 East Shotwell Street in Bainbridge, to celebrate their designation as a Pandora Shop In Shop. Ronnie Godwin and the staff invite everyone to come in and shop from the new expanded selection of Pandora products. Congratulations Godwin Jewelers upon this product line expansion.
A LASTING IMPRESSION CELEBRATES OPENING WITH RIBBON CUTTING 
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A Chamber sponsored ribbon cutting was held at A Lasting Impression on August 28, 2009 to welcome the business to Bainbridge. A Lasting Impression is a medically supervised weight loss program for women, men and teens and owner Valerie Reed invites you to stop by for a consultation. Contact Valerie at 229-246-1631 or visit her at 619 South West Street in Bainbridge.
RIBBON CUTTING HELD FOR THE OPENING OF CONCRETE DESIGNS UNLIMITED
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A Chamber sponsored ribbon cutting was held to celebrate the grand opening of Concrete Designs Unlimited, a division of Southern Triad Construction. Manager David Helms says their slogan is "Bringing Design and Beauty to Concrete" and invites  the public to stop by and view some of the design possibilities. Concrete Designs Unlimited is located at 110 South Broad Street in Bainbridge.
NEW MEMBERS FOR SEPTEMBER 2009
 
Barry's Oyster 
Bar & Grill

Barry Bostwick
710 Dothan Road
Bainbridge, GA 39817
229-246-3050
ababostwick@yahoo.com
Business Type: Restaurant & Oyster Bar
 

Cedars Farm Plantation
Derry & Jessica Cannon
3521 Fowlstown Road
Fowlstown, GA 39852
229-400-0871
jessica.cannon5@yahoo.com
Business Type: Hunting preserve & events facility 

 

Ann M. Wells
Bainbridge College Continuing Education
2500 E. Shotwell Street
Bainbridge, GA 39819
229-248-2517
ann.wells@bainbridge.edu
Business Type: Director of Continuing Education
 

The Wilson Agency
Lance Wilson
408 South West Street
Bainbridge, GA 39819
229-246-1076
lance.wilson@cottonstates.com
Business Type: Insurance
 

Plantation Propane & Petroleum Inc.
Roy Setliff
403 Smith Avenue
Thomasville, GA 31792
229-228-4427
roy@plantationgas.com
Business Type: Propane & Petroleum goods
 

Griffin Parts Today
Anjannett & Barry Griffin
118 E. Shotwell Street
Bainbridge, GA 39819
229-246-7002
anjannettgriffin@att.net
Business Type: Parts retail
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8070 Sunny Drive
alsonville, GA 39850
850-383-9159 or 850-591-8670
A beautiful lakefront house with 3 bed rooms, 2 baths, ot tub, boat house
nicely decorated with every appliance necessary, ready for your vacation

7941 lLakeshore Drive
Donalsonville, GA 39845
850-383-9159 or 850 591-8670
A3 bedroom brick house, with 1 ¥ baths, huge lakefront yard, boat dock,
great livingroom picture window view and every appliance necessary

Stephensstiliwaters.com

Owners Buz and C:

ie Stephens





MEMBER TO MEMBER DISCOUNTS

 
A LASTING IMPRESSION is offering 50% off your initial visit to get your weight loss program started.  For details, contact Valarie at 229-246-1631 or email her at getskinny4life@yahoo.com. Visit them at 619 South West Street in Bainbridge.
 
ANYTIME FITNESS is waiving their enrollment fee and offering a discount on your annual membership. Contact Dorinda Lambert at 229-246-0021 or stop in to see her at 1408 Tallahassee Hwy, Suite B.
 
BainbridgeGa.com is offering to new advertisers 3 months of advertising for $150.00  That is a 25% discount!  Contact Sue Steiner at sue@bainbridgega.com or (229)246-5745 to take advantage of the discount.
 
BAINBRIDGE MARINA is offering 10% off all purchases over $10 from the marina shop (excluding alcohol and gas purchases.)  Call Lynn or Billy at 229-246-6336 or stop in at the marina located 2400 Airport Road.
 
BLOUGH TECH is offering a FREE Network Audit for all members (value of $500.)  This is a detailed analysis of your current network system. To schedule your audit today call Brittany or Paul at 229-377-8825.  Visit them on the web at www.bloughtech.com  
 

GOIN' POSTAL offers 15% OFF of toner products and 10% OFF of ink products.  Contact Ben or Kim at 229-246-8400 or stop in and see them at 1408 Tallahassee Hwy, Suite L.
 
GUSIE CONSIGNMENT SHOP is pleased to offer 10% off on all purchases to Chamber members. Contact Miss Augusta at Gusie Consignment Shop at 320 E. Water Street across from Curves.

J&R AUTO SPECIALIST offers 10% off parts and labor. Call Bob at 229-246-6481 or visit him at 425 Planter Street for more information.
 
JP CYCLES is offering Chamber members 10% off parts and accessories for your cycles.  Call Justin or Jeniffer at 229-246-2700 or 229-246-2727or stop by to see them at 421 Planter St. 
 
JAMESON INN is offering a 15% discount off of their best rate through September 30, 2009.  Contact Larry Lowe at 229-243-7000 for details. 

NATURAL ALTERNATIVES offers a 5% discount on products or services. Stop by to see Pat or Walt at 615 S. West Street or call 229-220-8996 for more information.
 
SOUTHWIND PLANTATION offers 10% off all hunts booked prior to December 1, 2009.  Chamber membership card is required at booking.  Call David Gibbs or Joseph Sunday at 800-456-5208.  Visit www.huntsouthwind.com for additional information.
 
STEPHEN'S STILL WATERS VACATION RENTALS offers a 25% discount on rental of vacation properties.  See www.stephensstillwaters.com for properties. Contact Buz or Cassie Stephens at 850-591-8670 or 850-383-9159 to book your stay today!

 

T & L SEA PRODUCTS offers 10% off all seafood purchases including oysters.  See Terry and Kaye Bennett at 1707 Tallahassee Highway in Bainbridge or call 229-246-2439 to place your order.
 
THE BOOK NOOK is having a pre holiday clearance sale during the month of September, getting ready for new books for the holidays.  Prices are reduced 50 percent and more on in-stock books. Big discounts.  Chamber members will get an additional 10% OFF any purchase.
 
THE HEADQUARTERS SALON is offering a free tanning session with the purchase of any service.  Contact Ryan Phillips at 229-246-3174 or stop in at 541 S Scott St.  
 
WMGR TV22 is offering a Signing Bonus and ADDED VALUE for sponsors that sign-up for the up coming 2009 - 2010 BHS and SCHS sports seasons prior to specific deadlines.  For Chamber members you will receive an additional 10% increase in advertising spots!  Contact WMGR TV22 at 229-246-1650 for details including deadlines.  
 
To add your member to member discount here and get more exposure for your business, please contact the Chamber office
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