


   Happy New Year, Everyone!  2009 is sure to be a wonderful year for 
our Chamber Membership.  Your director’s met December 5th to de-
termine what new value we could add to your membership and they 
had some great ideas!  I would like to encourage you to take another 
look at the benefits we already offer you and take us up on those you 
may have overlooked.   We will be adding more to the list this year.  
You asked for more networking opportunities, and we are working on 
that.  You asked for better communication, and we are in the process 
of establishing an online newsletter.  You will begin to see weekly com-
munication via 
e-mail this month.
   If you as a member are offering something specifically for chamber 
members only,  please let our office know so we can “get the word 
out” on your behalf.  Those will be compiled weekly and added to our 
once-a-week update.  Our goal is to support you in your business so 
you get maximum exposure and growth.  The only way we as a Cham-
ber are successful is if you are successful, so as you can see you are our 
primary concern.  Your board of directors realize this is a trying time 
to be in business so they are interested in providing forums to discuss 
those issues and talk about solutions.
   This month you will be receiving a committee involvement form, 
which I encourage you to participate in one of our many programs.  
Through your involvement, you will see a return on your investment 
of time.  Once people know, like, and trust you, I assure you your busi-
ness will reflect that.  Also, we just really have a wonderful time work-
ing together.  In closing, I ask you to consider your many opportunities 
to be involved, feel free to contact me to discuss those options, and 
let’s make 2009 a stand-out year for you and the Bainbridge-Decatur 
County Chamber of Commerce.  

Best regards,
Evelyn Clay

Thanks for Renewing 
Membership

Thanks to the following 
members for renewing their 

membership during the month of 
November 2008.  Your support is 

greatly appreciated. 

Animal House
Bainbridge High School

Bates Engineers/Contractors, Inc.
Bob’s Package Store, Inc.
Bryan-Hight Veterinary

Budget of Bainbridge, Inc.
Callahan Insurance Agency, Inc.

Carolyn Barbree
Clayton Penhallegon

Decatur County Board of Education
Decatur Gin Company, Inc.

Georgia Power
Griffin Sales & Service

Homer Hirt
In-Rel Management
J&R Auto Specialists

John Johnson Elementary School
Karen Berry

Livingston Resource Management
Serenity Med Spa

Southeastern Minerals
Tangles Salon

NEW MEMBERS FOR 
DECEMBER 2008

Aaron’s Sales and Lease
Adam Hipps

1400 Tallahassee Hwy
Bainbridge, GA 39819

229-248-0290
C1168@aaronrents.com
www.shopaarons.com

Business Type: Leasing & Retail

Natural Alternatives Preventive 
Health Care

Pat & Walt Byrd
615 South West Street
Bainbridge, GA 39819

229-220-8996
pbyrd80@yahoo.com

Business Type: Wellness Products & Services

MEIG Company - Brinks 
Security Systems 

Stephen Griffin 
306 E. Water Street 

Bainbridge, GA 39817 
229-246-5880 

s.griffin@meigco.com 
Business Type: Home & Business Security 

Systems 

THANKS FOR THE DECEMBER 
DOOR PRIZES

Bainbridge Engraving and Awards • Bean Around The 
World • Burke, Worsham & Harrell •The Country Store
Edward Jones Investments - Emily Yent • First Port 
City Bank • Gloria Coppinger • Golden Corral • Isaac’s 
Bakery • J & R Auto Specialists • Jake’s Pawn Shop •

Kres Jewelers  • Marlene Free • The Money Tree •
Murphy’s Home & Garden • Park Avenue Bank •

Reeves Linens & Gifts

PRESIDENT’S CORNERCHAMBER & COMMUNITY 
CELEBRATE GROWTH

December was an exciting month as we celebrated four 
Ribbon Cuttings.  The Chamber, City and County 

Officials and the community came out to celebrate each 
and every one.  Congratulations and best of luck in the 

new year! 

December 5 
Natural Alternatives 

Preventative Health Care
615 S. Wheat Street

Owners:  Walt and Pat Byrd

December 9 
Bainbridge Pharmacy 

Grand Re-Opening

Owners:  Edward and Tanya 
Reynolds

December 17 
5-Points Cleaners

723 E. College Street
New Owners: Rick and 

Karen Ragan

December 18 
Aaron’s Sales and Lease

1400 Tallahassee Hwy.
Manager: Adam Hipps

PARK AVENUE BANK SPONSORS DECEMBER BREAKFAST 
Many thanks to Frank Posey and Park Avenue Bank for a wonderful 
December breakfast.  Everyone always looks forward to and enjoys 
this breakfast each year.  Park Avenue Bank shared their time with 
Josh Paske of the Friendship House.  Josh shared all that has been 
happening at the Friendship House, including their newest project 
- making music!  Thank you, Josh for your hard work and dedica-
tion to area youth.  Special thanks to Frank Posey and Park Avenue 
Bank for making this breakfast possible and for all you do in our 

community.  

VISIT YOUR CHAMBER 
WEBSITE TODAY

WWW.BAINBRIDGEGACHAMBER.COM

THANK YOU!!!!!
Your membership is an investment in your 
business future as well as the economic 

progress and quality of life of the 
Bainbridge-Decatur County Area

ANNUAL BANQUET SET FOR JANUARY 22
   The Chamber’s 84th Annual Banquet will be held Thursday, January 22 at the 
Charles H. Kirbo Center at Bainbridge College.  The banquet will begin at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Auditorium and will feature a short program, traditional recognitions and awards, 
and a report of the Chamber’s 2008 accomplishments.  After the program, enjoy heavy 
h’orderves and live music, as well as a chance to mingle with other members.  Mark 
your calendars now and look for your invitation in early January.  Come enjoy a winter 
evening with good food, friends and lots of  fun.

GEORGIA ACADEMY GRADUATES
Congratulations to Dit Albritton and Brian Rivers for graduating 
from the Georgia Academy for Economic Development.  Creat-
ed in 1993 by then-Governor Zell Miller’s Development Council, 
the Academy assembles a cross section of economic develop-
ment professionals and resources to provide this training in all 
twelve service delivery regions in Georgia.  Since its inception, 
the Academy has provided training for over 3000 local leaders 

interested in improving their communities.  


